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Ideas of Maria Montessori and John Dewey
Introduction
Maria Montessori was an Italian physician and educator known for her educational method with a focus on the way children naturally learn. She opened her first Montessori school in 1907. Furthermore, she travelled in the whole world with her writings on the approach to education which attracted very many people. Today there are as many as 22,000 Montessori schools in about 110 countries worldwide. She was born in 1870 on August 31. Her father was a financial manager for industry while her mother was raised in a family which valued education. This gave Maria an excellent platform to explore her desire in education. John Dewey was born in Burlington in 1859. He was a bright child who attended the University of Vermont while 15 years old. His focus was on philosophy in which he graduated with a degree in 1879. His first career was teaching but later having obtained a degree in PhD begun teaching at the University of Michigan. Later he joined the University of Chicago where he developed his work further before becoming a professor at Columbia University where he retired in the year 1930 (Thayer-Bacon, 2012). This paper is about the ideas developed by the two and the application of their ideas in the educational sector today through investigation of whether their ideas still hold in the classroom environments today.
Maria Montessori’s Ideological History
Maria Montessori developed a good reading culture at the time when women had no passion for education as a result of the cultural orientation. She created educational methods that bear her name after having explored various fields of studies. Maria grew in Rome a place that was full of libraries and better schools. She was an ambitious and confident student who broke through the traditions that limited women of her time thus entered a technical institution at the age of 13 years to start her career in engineering. Funny enough, the school was a pure boys school. She later decided to become a doctor thus joined University of Rome's medical program where she was rejected. She undertook some additional courses which later paved the way for her making her join the medical school.  She, therefore, created a platform for women who would later join the medical world (Montessori, 2013).
Maria focused on psychiatry and thus developed a further interest in education which prompted her to attend classes on pedagogy thus learned educational theory. She later learned to observe and call into question the prevailing methods applicable for teaching children with varied kind of disabilities. She was later in 1900 appointed as the co-director of a training institute for special education teachers which succeeded. She opened a childcare centre in offering a better learning environment for disabled children. She designed learning materials and a classroom environment conducive to young children. She spent most of her life on advancing child dedicated education through lecturing, writing articles and books and program development making her work to be adopted worldwide. Peace education was amongst the core things in her curriculum. She spent her final years in Amsterdam and died on May 6, 1952 (Montessori, 2013).
John Dewey
Dewey's philosophy was inspired by his reading of the work by William James called experimentalism which was focused on human experienced. Dewey's philosophy was that man behaved out of habit which is bound to change leading to unexpected outcomes. Creativity was, therefore, important to get to know the results of change which forced the man to think creatively for him to connect with the environment. This is the reason a universal education is important according to Dewey. It helps people to develop the capacity to think with creativity which is important for their survival. His contribution to progressive educational reform was undeniable. He believed that education must be centered on the learning principles through doing which gives experience. He with the wife Harriet begun a primary school to test their principles and theories. This was at the University of Chicago. He later had left the university joined with the other friends to begin The New School for Social Research with emphasis on the exchange of intellectual ideas in arts and social sciences (Schubert, 2010)
In the 1920s, he travelled worldwide lecturing on educational reforms at schools all over. He loved the approach of the Russian education system that centred on interaction which he shared with the colleagues. Having retired from teaching in the year 1930, he joined many educational organizations such as New York Teachers Guild and the International League for Academic Freedom that was also championing his ideas. Dewey published many works ranging from essays, articles, and books over time with a wide coverage on topics such as educational theory, psychology, and philosophy. He also became a key commentator of his time through the article The New Republic something he did until his death. He died of pneumonia at the age of 92 in his New York City apartment (Schubert, 2010).
Their Ideas in Classrooms
Ideas of Maria has also taken hold in the classrooms today. Her effort to break the norm that women cannot take up certain subjects has encouraged women in the whole world who are now found in fields such as medicine and engineering. Today the system of education, especially for the disabled children, is based on the principles she developed which have helped to assist better learning in schools with children who may not learn normally. Teachers training for special education has largely depended on her contribution and the success is evident (Dodd-Nufrio, 2011). Furthermore, the leaning materials and classroom environments are today customized to ensure learning is attractive to children especially which is proof that her ideas have taken hold way after her death and are therefore still relevant in classroom education. Peace education is highly emphasized in the whole world. This is to promote coexistence in the world that is now full of turbulence and wars. Schools have therefore become centres that promote peace, something that was once her idea.
The ideas of Dewey have indeed taken hold in the classrooms.  His philosophy on the behaviour of man which requires modification is the basis of many education systems in the world today. Creativity is enhanced through a learning process that transforms individuals into beings that can think about how well to adapt to the changing environment. Education has become universal with many people viewing it as something that is key if life is to be successful. The capacity that it indeed develops in people is undeniable. Education has transformed individuals into various professionals that can affect their environments, better their lives and the lives of other people (Dodd-Nufrio, 2011). Learning principles through doing is now the form taken up especially in the science courses which requires practice to enhance the theoretical principles learned in the classroom. A lot of reforms in the education sector proves that his ideas have taken hold in classrooms.
Application of the Ideas of Montessori and Dewey in All Levels of Education
Ideas developed by Dewey are today applicable to all levels of education since learning through doing is an area that both pre-school and college students have to adapt to assist them better understand the concepts. This has promoted the use of practical and also attachments to various organization in the cause of study which ensures that what is learned theoretically in classes can also be practically internalized. This is to make sure that learning is made easier and enjoyable.  Furthermore, principles developed by Maria to ensure the learning environment is conducive and attracts learners have also gained a lot of ground in all levels of education. This explains the reason why the learning environment is full of well-finished classrooms conducive for learners at all levels of study. This has assisted in the creation of an environment conducive for learning process which is key in making learners grasp what they are being taught whether they are well or disabled in any way (Dodd-Nufrio, 2011).
Conclusion
In conclusion, the work of Maria Montessori and Dewey have endured the test of time way after they died. Their ideas have taken hold way after they died to make education better. A lot of educational reforms are now based on their ideas.  Furthermore, this applies to all levels of education from pre-school to college level.
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